echnology has enabled

Cosmic computer animation is great, but is
rendered meaningless without a foundation of cre-
ativity, discipline and idea development.And for
that you don’t need advanced technology—you
need a great storyteller. Boulder County is home
to one of America’s greatest storytellers, author
Dan Simmons.

Simmons is well known for his work in the
genres of mystery, science fiction and horror, but a
common thread in all of Simmons’ writing is the

deep imagination of the unas-
ago. Take big-budget suming author. And with

A good story -
motion pictures, for lished fiction and non-fiction

under his belt, Simmons’
voice is still as fresh as the
most ambitious up-and-

artists to express them-

sélves and materialize their
¢ artistic visions in ways that
would have seemed like fanciful science fic-

tion just a few years

TEEMER, EIE SarllD ErEy Dan Simmons weaves words into worlds

the hi-resolution, com- : comer.This is partly attribut-
B.y \/Ince Darcangelo able to his thrZe-hZaded
puter-enhanced dress- career as a novelist.
“| enjoy the switching of
ing, and the core of great art remains the same as it’s gears. Every genre that | like writing in demands a certain type of

attention, and it’s a relief sometimes to enter into another project
been since the earliest cave drawings: You've got to tell a for nine months to a year where you're using a whole different set
of skills,” says Simmons. “l sometimes compare it to when | was
good story. growing up in the Midwest.We had to rotate the crops or the soil
would become pretty useless.”
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http://www.darklinks.c
Into the black

he shadows grow long as theldéyvs;grzgfwwshort. to tell ghost stories with your friends. If you're looking to

Leftover Salmon perseveres

'Crisp, shriveled leaves of burnt yellow, ochre and keep pace with the electronic age, you can light a candle
crimson fall from crooked tree branches and skid and surf the darker streets of the World Wide Web.
across cracked sidewalks in the chill evening wind. Twilight For the most comprehensive links, check out the leg-
sets a pale, yellow backdrop and makes ominous silhou- endary Dark Side of the Net at www.darklinks.com—
ettes of familiar sights. A dank, frosty chill rolls up your the Internet’s original home for horroi since 1993. From
spine.You pull your jacket tighter and increase your stride. classic literature to the goriest flicks, Halloween haunts to
You whistle as you pass Columbia cemetery.You consider year-round Goths, kiddie sweets to adult deviance, Dark
what danger could be lurking around the next corner. " Side of the Net has something for the closet ghoul in

As Halloween approaches, this is the best time to bed
down with a nice horror book, or gather round a campfire
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In science fiction circles, Simmons is
best known for his Hyperion series of
novels. In the area of mystery, he's
known for his Joe Kurtz books,
Hardcase, Hard Freeze and Hard as Nails,
the last of which was released earlier
this month. In horror; he's recognized
for Song of Kali, Carrion Comfort, Song of
Night and 2002’s A Winter Haunting.
Writing in these voices allows Simmons
to explore all his writing interests.

“It depends on what itch needs to
be scratched,” he says.“When | most
want to engage with language, surpris-
ingly enough science fiction is the most
attractive genre to me because I've sug-
gested to some people that it’s rather
close to poetry... The sheer amount of
linguistic invention is delightful to me.At
other times | get sick of that and | just
want to write very lean and mean, and
at both times the mystery stuff comes
in very handy.

“I still enjoy horror fiction a lot, but
not so much for the linguistic dance,”
he continues. “That’s more for getting in
touch with some very basic emotions...
You're not so much trying to raise
goosebumps on everybody all the time
as to just light a lantern and take people
into the basement where they don’t
want to go all too often.”

To date, Simmons has taken millions
of eager readers into that basement,
and they keep coming back for a return
trip. Simmons’ most recent horror
offering, A Winter Haunting, is tied in

with his 1991 classic, Summer of Night.
Haunting is a psychedelic page-turner
that adds a unique, user-friendly twist to
the classic haunted-house tale. It’s as
much about the horror of isolation and
personal failure as it is about a haunted
Midwestern farmhouse. Both books
make for a great holiday read this
Halloween.

Fans of the books will be
glad to know Simmons is
taking another trip to that
haunted farmhouse on the
big screen.

“Next summer | am re-
engaging with Summer of
Night / A Winter Haunting. Two
producers have asked me to do a
screenplay incorporating elements of
both books, so they’ve optioned both
books,” says Simmons.“It’ll be A Winter
Haunting per se, with more flashbacks to
the kids 40 years earlier that were in
Summer of Night. 'm really looking for-
ward to that because it will in no way be
a literal translation of my novel. | want it
to be much more frightening; | want it to
be exquisitely cinematic. ’'m working
with a director friend just to use mod-
ern technology—not super-special digital
effects—just to use the technology
because one of the points of view in A
Winter Haunting is a kid who's been dead
for 40 years who’s still in this house, but
he’s not a ghost. He's a cyst of memory
in the character’s mind.’

Many writers are nervous about

¢ Hard  ~
as Nails is cur-
rently available from
St. Martin’s Press.
Hium is currently avail-
able from Harper
Collins EOS.

seeing their creations up on the big
screen. It’s difficult to fit 300-plus pages
of character development, dialogue and
conflict resolution into a 90-minute fea-
ture film.And in Simmons’ case, it will
be the condensing of two books. But
unlike most authors, Simmons is excited
by the possibilities.

“| think the movie can be
superior to the novel,” he

says. “I'm the only novelist

who thinks that.”

A Winter Haunting is

not the only movie project

on the horizon for
Simmons. The Hyperion
series is slated for a big studio

release, and there is the possibility

of an ambitious, big-name production of
his first published book.

“My first and in some ways scariest
book was Song of Kali, set in Calcutta.
Regency Films has optioned that, and
the director they’ve chosen, who’s on
board and working on it, is Darren
Aronofsky, who did w and Requiem for a
Dream,” says Simmons. “Quite honestly, |
can’t think of any other director who
might go at this material in Song of Kali
better than Aronofsky because it would
take tremendous guts and it has certain
other things that nobody in Hollywood
wants to put in a movie.And just the
act of shooting in Calcutta, which he
insists he wants to do, is very daunting.’

But despite his Hollywood forays,
Simmons still maintains a low profile,

often receiving more notice on his book
tours away from home than along the
Front Range.

“Obviously, when you're producing,
on average, two books a year, you're
not out having too much social life. But
over here in Longmont, | have a great
advantage,” says Simmons. “l was a
teacher in the district for [4 years. |
taught and ran gifted programs for 18
years before | started writing full time.
So when people know me here at all,
they just know me as old Mr. Simmons,
the former teacher. So I'm pretty
anonymous.

“I've been in the phone book forev-
er. It’s rather nice,” he continues. “I'm
better known most places that | travel
than | am here in Boulder County.”

Simmons recently completed a book
tour supporting his 2003 science fiction
release llium. llium is the first of a two-
part epic that will close with Olympos,
the book Simmons is working on now.
Olympos is set for release in the spring of
2005. Until then, readers can enjoy the
prolific writer’s back catalogue and keep
an eye trained to the local movie listings.

But whether he’s writing interplane-
tary epics, hard-boiled noir, disturbing
horror or big-budget screenplays,
Simmons’ greatest gift is that timeless
creative component that is often forgot-
ten in the boisterous business of the
entertainment industry.

That is his gift to tell a great story. @

Respond: letters@boulderweekly.com
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311 From Chaos
58 Cent 50 Cent The New Bresd
[CD & DVD, Explicit]

Big Bad Vaodeo Daddy Save My Soul
Blur Think Taok [Explicii]

Hank Wiltiams Wi Risin' Outlaw
Indigeneus Circle

Seal Seal IV

Jackson & Ullimate Collection
James Yaylor Ocfober Road
The Jayhawks Hollywood Town Hall

Keith Sweat Make it Last Forever
Kid Rock Cocky [Explicit]

Sean Paut Dutly Rock [Explicit]
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Stayer South Of Heaven
Social Distortion Social Distortion
Soundtrack Walk To Remember

Afro Celt Sound System Volume 2:  Jewel 0304 Soundtrack How To Lose A Guy In
Release John Hiatt Beneath This Gruff 10 Days

Allman Brothers Band Hittin' The Exterior Steve Miller Band Young Hearts:
Note Jofe Mayer Heavier Things Complets Greatast Hits

Atasds So Long, Astorla John Scofield Uberjam Stiny Sacred Love

Barry White All-Time Greatest Hits Johnny Gash American IV: The Man ~ Sugar Ray {n The Purstiit Of Leisure

Ben Folds Rockin' The Suburbs Comes Around Suzy Bogguss Swing

Beyonee Dangerously in Love Josh Rouse Under Cold Blue Stars T-Bone

Gospelalphamegafunkyboogiediscomusic
Three 6 Mafia Da Unbreakables

Bob Seger Greatest Hits Linda Ronstadt Very Best Of [Explicit}
Bonnie Baitt Silver Lining Eloyd Cole Negatives Tohy Keith Greatest Hits Vol. 1
Bruce Springsteen & Yhe E. Street  Lyle Lovett Road To Ensenada Train My Private Nation
Band Bornt 1o Run Mary J Blige My Life Urhan Knights Urban Knights V
Busta Rhymes it Ain't Safe {Explicit]  Mazzy Star Among My Swan Van Morsison His Band & The Strest
Cheap Trick Autharized Greatest Hits ~ Michael Buble Michael Buble Choir
Chingy Jackpot [Explicit] Michelie Branch Spirit Reom Warren Zevon The Wind
Coldplay Parachutes Moody Blues Best Of Yo-Ya Ma Silk Road Journeys: When
Daniel Lanois Shine Nashvilie Pussy Say Something Strangers Meet
David Gray White Ladder Nasty {Explicit]
Def Leppand Hysteria Norah Jones Come Away With Me
Dirty Dozen Brass Band Medicated Paul Garrack it Ain't Over
Magic Perfect Circle Mer De Noms
Dr. Dee The Chronic {Explicit]
Eminem Slim Shady Lp [Explicit] Pink Floyd Animals
Evanescence Fallen R. Kelly Chocolate Factory
Finger Eleven Finger Eleven Ramones Mania
Fieetwood Mac Say You Will Red Hot Chili Peppers By The Way
Gang Starr Ownerz [Explicit] Reberia Flack Soiftly With These
Ginuwine Senior Songs: The Best
Good Charlefte Good Charlotte Rufus Wainwright Poses [2002}

1135 13TH. ST - BOULDER

WWW_.FOXTHEATRE.COM

v -1{ i AnLt[) m_
, TICKETS AT ALBUMS ON THE Hill - 303.443.3399

BOULDER -
- 1335 Broadway (at Universily)
.~ (303)444-6688 ) 753-88

18 October 30, 2003 Boulder Weekly

DENVER
1485 3. Colorado Bivd. at Floi rida)
)

e




	simmons 1
	simmons 2

